Merce Cunningham Studio

         International Program 2010  

The Application Process

Applying for a student visa is a lengthy process.  We recommend that the student contact the school at least 4 months prior to the start date of the program he/she wishes to enroll in.

Students applying from abroad are asked to submit the following:

· Cover letter to include the reasons for study at the Merce Cunningham Studio.

· Merce Cunningham Studio Application Form 2010
· Copy of Curriculum Vitae

· Copy of Valid Passport Information Page

· Two professional recommendations (in English) from a qualified dance professional.

· Proof of financial support: 

· A current personal bank statement to show sufficient funds to cover tuition and fees, living expenses, health insurance, and travel. 

· Medical Form completed by applicant and a physician

· A non-refundable application fee of $150. 
New York is very expensive. Estimated Minimum monthly living expenses are $1000 to $1200 exclusive of tuition. Health insurance is additional. A minimum amount for living expenses, tuition and fees for one year is approximately $17000 for one year. 

Dancers may be sponsored for a student visa if they have the qualifications to pursue full-time study at the Elementary Level of technique or higher. The Elementary Class is not for beginning dancers, but is designed for dancers new to Cunningham’s technique.

Although English is not required for admission, it is highly recommended. Students without a strong command of English would not benefit from directives and corrections given in class. 

Accepted students will be sent a letter and asked to pay tuition and fees for the first academic quarter of their enrollment, and sign a Letter of Agreement accepting the terms of the program. In addition to the quarterly fee for full-time enrollment ($900), they will be billed for the Annual Fee ($100) and the Permanent Registration Fee ($40.)

Upon receipt of payment and the signed agreement, they will be issued a SEVIS document I-20 (for F-1 students) or DS-2019 (for J-1 students).

Students should allow a minimum of two to four months prior to the start of an academic quarter to secure the SEVIS documents and arrange for a visa interview at the American Embassy or Consular Office.
Further information about the International Program and the options regarding student visas can be obtained at www.merce.org/studio and classes.
